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Valletta is named
Capital of Culture

Kristina Chetcutt

seeded exmeem 1o wako Valleas
Ewrup (.-;uul of Cubure of

The verdic o whesher Vallena
will B¢ the calure caparal of
Europe in 2008 was announced
againet the hackdeop of Cacsvay
pio's masterplece. the Bebeading
of St et aod the wasion could
e curaith a koife.
“The m lx- lndvtdlu unsil
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by, o nl the el

Eurspeis 3003.°

Avesoundiog. lengrhy epplase
achoed through 51 lohu's Onniory
@b camera lights - o b-
wad L the yonm - Sached arroes
the ronm as Mr Gunmaer and
Culrore Minises Marto de Marco
shook hands.

Tekiog notw of Caravapgein's
Sl hrunw Emhind  them, Mz
“This (s

board. The sespeass was jeripabie
“Theve Is the wil. drive and
pnbicon as well 2 the scronghy

probabdy the most wondsehul
so1ong ever for & Culture City
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Sowiss & one-cly reco sealbe Vi
Jetta had no competiti o S aoy
ofer Makheswe oy However, (1was
SR ROL A sTnighdarmvand win,

B owes o difficult decivion
terares wxdauph dhere was aaly
nne ity fram Mal, it had beon
made cear during pre selection
that the standasds aud require-
menss s bad (0 be met,” said
Mr Garallirsder.

Nimve mumiths agn, the sebsction
TR FMW OVer 50 38sess the bid
10d made recommendations 10
the Vo138 jeam in Chasge of
promedng ®e ciny.

Faur membere of the jury
went rpend the city yesterday
maraing 10 aseess whether the
SURRESS00S hadl Uoen Taken up.
Thuy walked, they saw sad they
wow persusded that Valetn
dossoved the poest ghows tide.

Degpite the anmouncement, the
V18t SOl £ murned st oo Gole
lwurels, foe u copacet will be drann
up hgetdighting the things dhat esll
need m be worked upon, “One of
e isoues is that Malta & a very
smadl country ax @ pesiphery of

Hospital
owner
says deal
is valid

Ivan Camilles!

The gveer of St Fielis's, Frssk
Pertalll, i troeting the Gov-
ermment shodld plough ahood
and sign » £12 mifon deal
for Due Jease ofbis Sanna Ven
ere hospitalin spite of oppeani-
wen freen Labour and tes
Govemmant tockhenchers
“Though 1don't have any
objection oo die scrutiey of
O PAL, we umptetialed ead
mareed with ths Gommment
x| wetth the PAT Theos:
fore. we insix thet we have 2
valid comtiact,” Dr Porselll
w0ld The Thoes yeatesday,
Surprised at recant cries
clam uf the daxl, the ostapo-
ken surgeon had song
words for thuse who he
said are rysag 1o undermine
Woagresinenr .

"’l’herefm,
we insist that
we have a valld
contract”

*Jeffrwy Mallicins Ordsndo
and Pramca Debonn are
traosderring . thelr hote
towerds Richaed Cachia

ook0 roe, They Knew
oo Richand's feiend and so
they west to punish me,”
he said.

Dr Foreelll sald de i3
evan more surprised with
Labsur'srmastion

"Unitl & few wenks ag0,
Labour was giving me the
impeessinn thae if they are 1o
foverrners. ey wilwaar o
weck with S Peadip's through
= Pubibic Priviee Parmnersiiip.
What happened t this and
wiy are they changing their
tune?” Dy Fore i sobd.
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Generations

Valletta cannot exist as a reenactment
of its past. To empower all Valletta's
present generations is to give Valletta,
and all Malta, a future. Through
engaging with younger generations,
V.18 creates what is possibly its greatest
and most lasting legacy as ECoC: that of
giving our children and young people
the right tools in order to live a life of
inclusion and fulfillment by being direct
players in culturally enriching activities.

However, these principles will not

be focused on our young people
alone.Through interaction, play,
imagination, and passion, V.18 includes
all generations and all sections of the
community in its Cultural Programme.

Generational, cultural and geographical
barriers toinclusion and participation
in culture can be exacerbated or
mitigated by technologies. Digital
evolution can speed up our future
but also bring about new cultural and
societal divides. V.18 brings together
cultural practitioners and theorists,
creatives and scientists, business and
the arts, educators and, our young
people to explore and find routes

to bridging these and other such
contemporary, generational divides.

Routes

V.18 is a cultural laboratory for society
to pose self-reflective questions about
the role of the past and the challenges
of the future, about borders, extremities,
differences and similarities within a
European and Mediterranean context.

This theme also seeks to ensure that the
special atmosphere we love in Valletta
today and that sets it apart in Malta, and
in Europe, is not lost. The drive to seek
contemporary meaning and roles for our
city should not see it once more become
a city 'built by gentlemen for gentlemen!
The unigueness of Valletta's communities
in its localities is another aspect of
diversity to explore, giving it wider
contemporary resonance as we do so.

Similarly, we look to those aspects of
Maltese society - such as close family ties,
small urban communities and a strong
culture of volunteering that anchor life
on the Islands - that are remarked on by
our visitors and have been noted by our
young people as aspects of society to
hold on to. We examine the stresses and
changes these elements are undergoing
in contemporary Malta to see how they
might add to European-wide thinking
on familial and societal change.

Cities

Unlike many cities that are allowed to
grow and sprawl randomly, the city of
Valletta was planned right down to

the detail of the embellishments of its
corner buildings. Unlike many cities in
other European countries, Malta's are
designated by historic status alone and
can be the size of villages or small towns.

It is with such a particular lens that we
wish to foster a better understanding
of our lived-in environment and of the
importance of the good design for
Valletta. In doing so, we dwell also on
the implications for the future of the

European city How can citizens, designers,

artists, urban planners, architects and
residents collaborate and contribute to
this rethinking of Valletta as a creative
city, as an ECoC? We seek inspiration in
our built environment that can serve
us into the future; conserving the past
by giving it a contemporary calling.

This theme reaches outalso to Malta’s
other cities and to the urban-rural
communities that define Malta. We

find common ground with counterpart
heritage and port cities across the EU and
the Mediterranean facing similar issues
of declining populations, regeneration,
demands of tourism, urban congestion,
environmental degradationand so on.

Islands

We are citizens of the Mediterranean,
and Vallettais a unique vantage point
to focus on the issues relating to this
sea-cum-region bordering Europe’s
south.The sea has shaped our culture,
manipulated our trades and industries,
and influenced almost every part of
our lives. Valletta exists solely because
of the sea; its peninsula a strategic
location fashioning the city as both
defensive fortress and safe haven thanks
to the natural harbours flanking it.

V.18 fosters relationships between
the Maltese people and the sea that
have been lost to time, are simply not
understood today, or which have yet
to be discovered. Through projects

involving the maritime industries, V.18 will

connect us with artists and performers
taking inspiration from the sea to create
new narratives and rekindle old ones
that have a cultural resonance today.

We promote a respect for our island
environment by revisiting traditional
ways of interacting with the sea and
coast that use our maritime resources
sustainably. The current pressures

on our maritime resources can be
addressed in part by seeking answers

in crafts and industries of old that made
sensitive use of our environment.
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. Work stops at sunset. Darkness falls over the building site.
The sky is filled with stars. “There is the blueprint,” they say.
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Ghamel xita ghamel
Rain, rain, won't you come down
hall jikber 1l-haxix,
Far the green green grass to grow on the ground:
il-haxix naghtuh lill-moghza®
To the geat we will then feed it,

u l-moghza taghtna l-ghejniet.

PFrom its milk we will make cheeselats,

Il-gbejniet naghtuhom lin-nanna

The cheese we'll give to our gran

u n-nanna thitilna gmis.

Whe will sew us a shirt in return.

Tha jrgratar tradibonal dued dgone, puseed arally
Sarcuph Malics prescraians, & &= invecation of sin e

its muik-prxhucing pereers

xita

haxix

bagra

halib

qumis
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